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Chapter 3

The Lives of the
Shepherdsons in the
Straits Settlements
(1818-1900)

U

nlike the first generation of Shepherdsons who came to the
Straits, the Shepherdsons from the second generation for
several reasons were neither mariners nor country traders.

The period following Captain Matthew’s death in 1803 saw the end of
monopoly of British trade in the East by the East India Company
(1813), and the advent of the Napoleonic Wars in Europe (1815). By
this time, the regional country trade had already been declining.

Previous page: Malacca in the 1800s

Being a country trader was no longer profitable and rewarding. In
addition, the public perception of the British mariners, who were once
a respected stratum of society, seems to have deteriorated as the
conduct and character of British captains had been called into
question. One historian noted that: “no respectable people send their
children to sea in English Merchant ships”. Mercantile seamen’s
discipline was “considered negligible, their fighting powers very poor
and their drinking habits beyond all reason, even in those days of
gargantuan thirsts. They were thought, indeed, to be little better than
pirates, all fish being considered good that came into their nets.”
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It is also likely that the Shepherdsons did not pursue the trade of their
forefathers because of their geographical location. The families of
Captains Robert and Matthew Shepherdson lived in Malacca and
Penang, which were established by the EIC to support the China trade.
Both of these ports had failed to live up to the EIC’s expectations of
their return on investment. Malacca had lost its glory as a commercial
port and its harbour was silting. Penang, on the other hand, had not
been a significant focus of the EIC since its founding by Captain
Francis Light. Moreover, Penang was
situated too far north to strategically
protect the China trade. Hence, the
commercial appeal of these two ports had
by then been lost. The founding of
Singapore as the region’s entrepot by Sir
Stamford Raffles in 1819 stole the
commercial glory from Malacca and
Penang.
The history of the Shepherdsons during
this period is closely linked to the
continued British presence in the region.
An artist's impression of Malacca in 1830.

In fact, the period after 1818 saw the
British further strengthening their foothold in the Far East, especially
in the Malay Peninsula. In 1824, the Anglo-Dutch treaty was signed
when the British acquired Malacca from the Dutch. This finally meant
a permanent British presence there, which was rather ironic considering
the fact that they had once tried to render it useless with the intention
of protecting their own trade interests. In return, the British gave
Bencoolen, its British port in Sumatra, to the Dutch.
The Anglo-Dutch treaty is one of the key events that shaped modern
Malaysia. The division of the Malay world along the Malacca Straits
laid the foundation of the contemporary boundary between Indonesia
and Malaysia and set the stage for British domination in the region.
In 1826, another event extended British influence throughout the Malay
Peninsula. Malacca, Penang and Singapore were incorporated as a
single administrative unit called the Straits Settlements of the India
government under the British. Penang became the administrative
headquarters and capital.
Governor Robert Fullerton was appointed as the Governor in charge
of the government and administration of the Straits Settlements. He
was in turn assisted by a large group of civil servants.
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This was the political and economic backdrop of the Shepherdsons
living in British Malaya in the 19th century. In 1826, there were 2000
Europeans and Eurasians living in Malacca, where most of the
Shepherdsons lived during that period. As will be explained later, many
of the Shepherdsons worked as civil servants - court bailiffs and clerks
in the British Civil Administration, as the British introduced changes
in the administrative systems as well as other new developments such
as mining, education, agriculture and infrastructure (roads and other
social amenities) intended to serve their economic interests.
The Shepherdsons who went on to live under British Colonial rule were
the descendants of Captains Robert and Matthew.

The Second Generation of Shepherdsons

William (1690-1747)
Matthew (1735-?)
Capt Robert (1766-1803)
John (1800-1856)
Capt Matthew (1769-1807)
Jane

The first Shepherdson who established the family roots in Malacca was
Captain Robert Shepherdson, who arrived towards the end of the 18th
century. He died in 1803 leaving behind his son, John. The identity of
Robert’s wife is unknown.
Besides John Shepherdson (the son of Captain Robert), there were other
members of the Shepherdson family living in Malacca towards the mid1800s. These members were the offspring of Captain Robert’s younger
brother, Captain Matthew. They settled in both Penang and Malacca.
Captain Matthew had four children – Jane, Eliza, Matthew and Ann.
Among them, it is probable that Eliza and Ann Shepherdson lived in
Malacca.

Eliza (?-1896)
Matthew
Ann

Hence, the second generation of Shepherdsons living in Malacca
consisted of five members, all of whom were children of Captains
Robert and Matthew. Over the years, these family members
intermarried with Eurasians of Portuguese and Dutch descent already
living there, becoming the third entity of Eurasians -- Eurasians of
British descent in virtue of their family name.

John Shepherdson in Malacca
John Shepherdson is thought to have been born in 1800. His father,
Capt. Robert, died when John was just an infant. John had come from
a family of mariners which dates back to his great-grandfather, William
Shepherdson, who was a mariner living in Ramsgate, Kent, in Southern
England. John’s father was a country trader who came to the Far East
during the late 1700s.
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The earliest record of John Shepherdson dates back to 11 May 1826
when he wrote a letter of appeal to the Governor of the Straits
Settlements, Robert Fullerton, asking for financial assistance. This was
the year that the Straits Settlements was formed.
From the letter, it seems that John had difficulty receiving
his father’s inheritance of 5,000 rupees (the equivalent of
about 500 pound sterling in those days).
His uncle, Captain Matthew Shepherdson, had evidently kept
the money on John’s behalf (since John was only a child
when his father died). Upon Matthew’s death, it was
incumbent upon Thomas Halyburton, the executor of
Matthew’s estate, to ensure that John would receive the
inheritance left by his own father.
John received part of the interest of the 5,000 rupees from
Halyburton’s agent, James Carnegy, at the end of each
month. Unfortunately for John, this payment stopped after
the executor, Halyburton, died. Further complications arose
when the agent, James Carnegy, also passed on.

John's appeal letter to Governor Fullerton in 1824.

The agentship that John was dealing with was then transferred to Mr.
D. Brown who, on learning about Halyburton’s death, ceased the
payment of the interest.
According to John’s appeal letter to Governor Fullerton, Mr. Brown
had requested that John send, “…an account of my Demand on the
Estate up to the day. A few days after Mr.D. Brown gave me to
understand in a letter dated the 2nd June 1824 that the Assets was
not equal to satisfy all demands………in the event of disagreement
in the preparations he will pay the Amount into Court, and allow the
Claims to be adjusted by the Honble. the Justices of the Court of
Judicature in consequence of an application made by me to the
Honble. Sir Ralph ………the then Recorder Prince of Wales Island.
Mr. D. Brown was ordered to pay the whole amount realized into the
Honble. Company’s Treasury, the Recorder not having time to adjust
the claims before his departure it has remained unsettled to this day.”
It appears that John had not received the entire sum of 5,000 rupees
entitled to him. In this seemingly bizarre case, his claim was made
difficult, as all the people he was dealing with had died, including Mr.
Brown, at the time he wrote his appeal letter.
John himself was in poor health. He had been unemployed for more
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than nine months. His difficult situation was greatly aggravated by the
fact that he had borrowed money from his friends who wanted their
money back.
Owing to these reasons, John appealed to Governor Fullerton for an
advancement of 200 Spanish dollars from the amount entitled to him
“to defray the expenses of procuring those necessary refreshments” for
the benefit of his health as he had no other resources.
It seems that John’s appeal was rejected by the board and we do not
know what happened to John’s inheritance subsequently.
The appeal he made in 1826 suggests that John and his family were
not as well-off as the first generation of Shepherdson mariners.
John’s unemployment coincided with the forming of the Straits
Settlements.
According to historical records, at that time, Malacca was the largest
and most populous of the Straits Settlements. It had 31,000 inhabitants
of whom two-thirds were Malays. Within Malacca town, the population
of 12,000 was more cosmopolitan. There were 4,000 to 5,000 Chinese,
about 3,000 Malays, 2,000 Southern Indians and a small Eurasian
community.
During that time, there was only a small European community of which
John was a member, and the only British residents who came to
Malacca during the East India Company days were a handful of
officials, army officers and missionaries.

John, the Sheriff Bailiff
Shortly after the establishment of the Straits Settlements, John became
a sheriff bailiff. He worked in this role between 1829 to 1830. He could
have already been a bailiff earlier. The role of a sheriff bailiff in those
days is generally the same as that of today.
Bailiffs, along with judges (called Recorders during those days) played
an important part in the Civil Justice Systems as officers who enforced
court orders. Specifically, they were present during local court
proceedings and assisted in the orderly conduct of court sittings. They
also announced the opening and closing of court, and the day’s cases.
In addition to civil courtroom proceedings, their role included:
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• Serving writs and summons. A summon is a
formal demand for civil debt or recovery, or a
command to appear before a court
• Executing a warrant of execution for the seizure
of goods or land
• Executing a warrant of possession. Generally
used to recover land whereby an individual is
evicted.
During the time that John was a court bailiff, the
The courthouse where John Shepherdson worked as a
English system of law had only just been Court Bailiff in the 1830s.
introduced to Malacca, after the founding of the
Straits Settlements. This happened on 27 November 1826 when a
Charter of Justice, a kind of constitution granted by the East India
Company legitimizing certain actions which had been introduced
to Penang earlier in the century was also extended to Malacca and
Singapore. Under the terms of the new Judicial Charter, the
Recorder was to be stationed in Penang and to travel on circuit,
judging cases in Malacca and Singapore and meting out the British
brand of justice. The first Recorder of the judicial courts was Sir
John T. Claridge.
In 1828, the first criminal session was held in Malacca. It is not known
if John was the court bailiff on duty during that session. If he was, he
would have been among the first court bailiffs who served in Malacca
under the new Straits Settlements administration.
Unfortunately for John he probably went through lots of job-related
difficulties and stress between 1829 and 1830 as the judicial system at
that time was in a state of chaos.
In 1830, the presidency in Penang was transferred to India. This had
severe implications on the administration of the judiciary system in
Penang. To aggravate matters, there was tension between Governor
Fullerton and Claridge resulting in the latter’s dismissal for
insubordination, leaving Fullerton solely in control of the judicial
establishment.
Fullerton’s decision to close the courts in the absence of a Recorder
wreaked further havoc on the judicial system.
Following the transfer of presidency to India, there was also
considerable retrenchment in the civil service in 1830 as a result of
the financial crisis that the British East India Company was facing. It
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is reported that most of the subordinate staff were retrenched, and in
some departments, such as the land office, the entire establishment was
dismissed without compensation or pension.
It seems that John was not retrenched. It is documented, however,
that those who kept their posts suffered a substantial cut in salary.
Apparently, the situation was so bad that morale suffered and for
fifteen years, no new blood was recruited into the senior ranks of civil
service!

John, the First British Eurasian
The term “Eurasian” was first introduced by the British in India during
1820s. It was used to describe the progeny of European-Asian
intermarriages and to classify the children of British subjects who were
referred to by various terms such as “Anglo-Indian”, “Indo-Briton”,
“descendant of Europeans”, or even “Christian native”.
Being the son of a British subject and a native-born mother, John can
therefore be said to have been one of the first Eurasian Shepherdsons.
He married another Eurasian by the name of Johanna Pestana between
1830 and 1840. She was a descendant of the Portuguese who had
conquered Malacca in 1511 and ruled it until the Dutch take-over
in 1641.

Portuguese Eurasians
In fact, during John’s time, more than four-fifths of the Eurasian
community were Portuguese Eurasians. Their dominant presence can
be explained by the fact that over the years of the Portuguese
occupation of Malacca in the 16th century, the Portuguese men had
intermarried the local women. What is interesting is that the Portuguese
administrators had hoped that this would create loyal local citizens as
they were hampered by a shortage of manpower from Portugal. Besides
being isolated from their wives, there were also religious reasons as to
why the Portuguese men intermarried the locals. Being Roman
Catholics, they believed that such unions would propagate the faith
among the natives. By the 1800s, the Portuguese Eurasians had become
a depressed class of people, most of whom were poor fishermen. Many
of them lived in wretched houses at a place called Bandar Hilir in
Malacca.
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Dutch Eurasians
Intermarriages had also occurred after the Dutch conquered Portuguese
Malacca in 1641, giving rise to a second entity of Eurasians commonly
referred to as Dutch Eurasians. The progenitors were mostly prosperous
Dutch Eurasian merchants and landowners.
The intermarriage to both Dutch and Portuguese Eurasians of Malacca is
significant to many of the Shepherdson family members besides John. This
created yet another breed of Eurasians - this time of Dutch descent, like
so many of the English who intermarried the local women at that time.

John’s Family
Little else is known about John’s life other than his position as a court
bailiff and his financial difficulties.
John and Johanna married in the mid 1830s and had three or more
children. The oldest son was probably Robert John who was born in
1836. He might have had a daughter named Belbina who was born
between 1830 and 1840 and a son named John who was born on 5
November, 1841.
Another daughter, Maria Shepherdson, died during birth seven years
later in October, 1848. John and his wife were however blessed with
another daughter named Eliza, born on 9 October 1849. Eliza’s
godparents were John and Maria De Souza. These records were found
in St. Francis Xavier Church which started service in 1845. We do not
rule out the possibility that more information could be available in
churches built before St. Francis Xavier, for example, in St. Peter’s
Church, where the records remain unavailable.
John Shepherdson died in 1856.

Eliza, and the Journey Home
John’s cousin, Eliza, the daughter of Captain Matthew, was also a
member of the second generation of Shepherdsons in the East. Eliza
was probably financially better off than John. The estate she had
inherited from her father, Captain Matthew, was worth more than that
of his brother Robert.
Compared to John, who had was bequeathed 5000 rupees from his
father but never received it, Eliza had inherited the house and property
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of her father Matthew who left “the house at
Malacca hereditary to the mother of my children for
her life and in succession to the children born of
me.”

Eliza once owned land in the Bukit China district.

The 1860 land survey in Malacca reveals the extent
of the land she owned. Eliza owned 2,935 acreage
of land, more than 20 times the size of the average
privately owned land. In relative terms, this land
area size was among highest in terms of land
ownership.

Eliza’s property was situated in the Bukit China district where her
father, Captain Matthew, had probably once resided.
In the same survey, Robert John, the eldest son of John, owned a plot
of land at Kendang which spanned 334 acreage. This presumably was
owned by his father, who in turn had inherited it from Captain Robert
Shepherdson who died in 1803. Robert John’s sister, Belbina, owned
108 acres at Bandar Hilir. Therefore, it is possible that these lands could
have been purchased by Captain Robert when he first started his family
in Malacca.
The massive plots of land that the Shepherdsons owned
indicate the extent of success achieved by both Captain
Matthew and Robert through their involvement in the
country trade.
Unlike John who firmly continued the family line in
Malacca, Eliza chose to return to Ramsgate, South of
England, the place where her father was born. It is
estimated that she returned to England between 1810 and
1830 where she lived at Lot 5, Prospect Place, in
Ramsgate.
Throughout her life, Eliza remained single. Her niece,
Ann Davis, stayed with her according to the 1881 UK
Census. By then, Eliza was living at 8 Prospect Terrace.
In this census, her occupation was listed as “Holder of
Stock”. Eliza held stocks with the Isle of Thanet Gas
Light and Coke Company.

The home of Eliza Shepherdson at 8 Prospect Terrace,
Ramsgate.

There is a possibility that Eliza kept in contact with her
relatives in the Straits Settlement and may have even
returned for visits.
73

Chapter 1:
ofof
thethe
Shepherdsons
inin
Singapore
& Settlements
Malaysia
3: Origins
The Lives
Shepherdsons
the Straits

Eliza died on January 23, 1896, leaving behind an estate worth more
than 32,000 pounds, which is equivalent to about 2 million pounds in
today’s valuation. She left her property to Ann Davis and upon Ann’s
death, to Ann’s half brother, Thomas Davis. Thomas sold the property
in 1915 for just 700 pounds. In today’s property market, it is estimated
to be worth 300,000 pounds.
In her Will, Eliza also donated part of her wealth to four charitable
organizations: Ramsgate Jubilee Society, The Ramsgate Lying in
Charity, General Hospital and Ramsgate Seamen Infirmary.

Other Shepherdsons who returned home
Eliza was not the only Shepherdson who returned home. Her sisters,
Jane and Ann, apparently joined her. The three sisters are thought to
have left at the same time, shortly after the death of their father, Captain
Matthew, in 1807.
Jane, the eldest daughter, lived at 33
Effingham Street in Ramsgate, a few
streets away from her sister, Eliza. She
derived her income from renting houses.
Like Eliza, Jane was a spinster and
remained so till her death on 22 Jan 1888.
Upon her death, she left most of her
fortune, worth over 7,500 pounds, to her
sister Eliza.
Ann, the third daughter of Captain
Jane's home at 33 Effingham Street, Ramsgate.
Matthew, married Thomas Davis,
presumably in the East. Thomas could have been a civil servant
working in Singapore in 1826. The couple is believed to have gone to
Newington, Surrey before 1835 where they had two children. The
children were Ann (1835) and Thomas Davis (1836).
Ann died after 1836. Her husband remarried again and had two children
named Clement Federic and Christine.

Matthew, the Shepherdson Who Remained in
the Straits
Although the daughters of Captain Matthew returned to their homeland,
his son, Matthew, who was born in Penang, did not go along.
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Little information is available on Matthew, the son of Captain Matthew.
He is believed to have remained in Penang where he married and settled
down. However, there is considerable evidence of him moving to
Chinsurah India, in the later part of his life.

Capt Matthew (1767-1807)
Matthew
Juliana (1828-

)

Matthew (Abt 1829John (Abt 1830Henry (Abt 1835-

)

)
)

Matthew, the Captain’s son, must have had at least four children. The
eldest was named Juliana who was born in 1828. His oldest son also
named Matthew(2), was born shortly after. Both Juliana and
Matthew(2) moved to Malacca and probably joined John’s family
there. Another son, John, born in the early 1830s, apparently settled
with him in Chinsurah, India. Matthew’s youngest son, Henry, is
estimated to have been born in the mid 1830s. He probably settled in
Penang with his wife and raised a family there.
Matthew, the son of Captain Matthew, and his cousin, John, the son
of Captain Robert, were the first Shepherdsons who were born in the
Straits Settlements under British rule. The Shepherdsons in Malaysia
(mainly in Kuala Lumpur, Malacca and Penang) and Singapore today
are their direct descendants. John died in Malacca while Matthew is
believed to have died in Modopoore, India.

The Third Generation of Shepherdsons
The third generation of Shepherdsons consisted of the children of John
and Matthew Shepherdson.
Children of John and Johanna Shepherdson:
• John (2)
• Robert John
• Belbina
• Eliza
Children of Matthew Shepherdson and Unknown Wife:
• Juliana
• Matthew (2)
• John (2a)
• Henry
There were at least 10 members of the family living in the Straits
Settlements by the 1850s. The majority of them, i.e. eight, were living
in Malacca.
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Shepherdsons in Malacca
These Shepherdsons were Roman
Catholics and were parishioners of St.
Francis Xavier Church in Malacca where
many of them were married.
The church building as it stands today was
built in 1856 and blessed by Bishop
Boucho of the Paris Foreign Mission
(MEP). During that time, the St. Francis
Xavier church was one of the largest
buildings built in the vicinity and it
dominated the skyline of Malacca.
The Shepherdsons were among the early
parishioners of this church, which was
established in 1845, the year that marked
the 300th anniversary of the first arrival in
Malacca of St. Francis Xavier, after whom
the church was named. Prior to 1856, it
had been temporarily housed in a Dutch
house within the old Fort Area.
St. Francis Xavier Church - the
The parish had 200 members by the end
church which the Shepherdsons
of 1845. Interestingly, one of the earliest
in Malacca attended.
entries in the parish register records was
the marriage of John De Souza and Catherine Neubronne, a Protestant.
The mixed marriage was solemnized by Father Favre on 21 October
1845. John De Souza may have been the same person registered in 1848
and 1849 as the godfather to both Eliza and Maria Shepherdson,
children of John Shepherdson and Johanna Pestana.

Among the third generation descendants, Juliana was the first from the
line of Captain Matthew to marry. She married Anthony Pestana in the
1840s and had two children named Joakina and Isabelle. Joakina died
at birth in 1848 while Isabelle was born in 1849.
Her marriage was followed by that of her brother, Matthew(2) almost
10 years later when he married Appolina Arrais on 25 October 1859.
Matthew’s second cousins were also married during the same period.
John (Jr.) married Joanna Pestana on 26 September 1861, while
Robert John married Louisiana Christiana Klassen on 20 November
1862.
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The Shepherdsons and the Pestanas
There seems to have been a close relationship between the Shepherdson
and the Pestana families in the mid 1850s.
Three of the Shepherdsons married Pestanas. John, the son of Captain
Robert, married Johanna Pestana in the 1830s. His first cousin once
removed, Julianna, married Anthony Pestana about 10 years later.
In 1861, John’s own son, John (Jr.) married Joanna Pestana, yet another
Pestana. It is not known how this Joanna is related to Johanna (wife
of John) or Anthony Pestana.

The Occupations of Shepherdsons
Robert John, grandson of Captain Robert
Robert John followed in the footsteps of his father and started a long
career as a Sheriff Bailiff with an annual salary of 272.76 Spanish
dollars. In 1861, he served as a bailiff in the district of Bungaraya and
later, between 1862 to 1863, was the bailiff serving the Tranquerah
district. The Sheriff department in Malacca consisted of about 10 staff.
Robert John’s Eurasian colleagues in 1867 included:
• J E Westerhout, Deputy Sheriff
• C Klyne, Gaoler
• H Rodrigues, Turnkey
Robert John’s long career as a court bailiff lasted till 1894.

Matthew(2), grandson of
Captain Matthew

The Malacca Free School, today known as Malacca High School.

Matthew worked as a teacher at the
Malacca Free School (known as
Malacca High School today). It is
one of the oldest schools in
Malaysia. Education in those days
was not as prevalent as it is today.
There was no educational
establishment purely set up by the
government in the Straits. In each of
the stations such as Malacca, the
government subscribed to a
Protestant Free School. These
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schools were originally designed for education of Christian youths
of the poorer classes but were subsequently “extended for the
gratuitous, or nearly gratuitous, education of all Native boys
desirous of learning the English Language”.
The school at which Matthew worked was funded at the rate of $100
per month by the government. During that time, the number of boys
registered with the school was 250. However, the average daily
attendance was only 172. In addition to Malay, the Portuguese
Language was taught, as the majority of the boys were Portuguese
Eurasians. According to the 1871 census , there were 2,225
Eurasians living in Malacca, 1,056 Males and 1,169 females.
By 1880, Matthew was promoted to Assistant Master and remained
so until 1883.

The teacher outfit possibly worn by Matthew
when he was teaching at the Malacca Free
School.

Shepherdsons Elsewhere
Little is known about the Shepherdsons living in Penang during this
period. Apparently, one of Matthew’s sons, Henry, continued to live
there although his siblings had moved to Malacca.
Henry worked as a dresser at the General Hospital and his wife was
named Alexandria. He had at least one daughter named Virginian (sic)
Whiledminia Shepherdson and perhaps a son, a man
listed in the official records in 1883 as N
Shepherdson, who also worked as a dresser in the
Pauper Hospital.

The Fourth Generation of
Shepherdsons
Towards the second half of the nineteen century, the
Penang's General Hospital where Henry
Shepherdson once worked as a dresser.
Shepherdson family in Malacca continued to expand.
Robert John and Louisiana Klassen had a son named Laurence Justinian
Shepherdson, while Appolina Arrais bore her husband, Matthew, two
sons named James Domingo and John Michael. Their children represent
the fourth generation of Shepherdsons. It was this generation of
Shepherdsons that started to disperse throughout British Malaya and
Singapore, presumably for better job prospects.
By the 1880s, Shepherdsons started appearing in Perak. Matthew and
his family went to live in Taiping, Perak, where his sons, James
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Domingo and John Michael, married and settled. Matthew himself
worked as a petition writer.
Meanwhile, the families of Robert John and his brother, John (Jr)
remained in Malacca.
By this time, there were Shepherdson families in Penang, Malacca and
Perak.

The Shepherdsons in Taiping, Perak
Taiping is located in the district of Larut, Perak. As far as confirmed
records are available, it was here that a Shepherdson first married a
Eurasian with Chinese blood.
James Domingo, the son of Matthew(2) married Teresa Peris, who was
born in Shanghai, China. It is believed that she was of Chinese descent.
Until then, the ethnicity of the local wives was probably Portuguese
or Dutch Eurasian.
It is not known what James’ wife was doing in Taiping nor how they
met.
However, the background of Taiping might provide a clue to this.
Before the Shepherdsons arrived in the 1880s, there were already
many Chinese living in what was then known as Klian Pau. They had
first come to Klian Pau from Penang as tin miners at the invitation
of a local Malay named Ngah Ibrahim whose father, Long Jaafar, had

A view of Taiping in the 1890s.
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found tin in the district of Larut. The
discovery of other tin mines in Kian Baru
had also prompted other Chinese to come
and work in the area. Teresa Peris’ family
might have been miners, investors in the
tin mines or shopkeepers who had set up
business in Taiping.
According to the history of Taiping, the
Chinese living there did not get along with
one another. They were members of Secret
Societies. In 1861, a fight broke out
between two Chinese secret societies – the
Ghee Hins in Klian Baru and the Hai Sans The Church of the Sacred Heart, the oldest church
in Klian Pau – over control of a water- in Taiping, was built in 1874.
course crucial to tin mining. This turned
into what was known as the Larut Wars. These clashes indirectly
changed the course of history of Malaya as they prompted the British
to intervene in the Malay State, setting the stage for the Shepherdsons
to eventually come to Taiping. Until then, the British limited their
presence to the Straits Settlements (Penang, Malacca and Singapore).
As a result of these troubles, combined with local succession disputes
among the Malay chiefs, the Pankor Treaty of 1874 was signed
between the British and the local Malays. The treaty saw the
appointment of a British Resident who would reside in the state and
offer advice to the Sultans on all matters except those pertaining to
religion. The Chinese secret societies also resolved their differences.
Hence, Perak became the first Malay state to experience change under
indirect British rule. This in turn probably created job opportunities
for the Shepherdsons as the British sought to develop Perak
economically.
Matthew and his children – James Domingo and John Michael – went
to Perak at a time when Hugh Low was the Resident. It was a period
which experienced much economic development and progress. Prior
to that, the state had been in chaos, being underdeveloped and
backward. In fact, Perak was described as a roadless country with a
few miles of ill-kept tracks which served the purpose of transporting
tin. Under Low’s residency, many public works and much
construction took place, allowing the tin trade to flourish amidst the
stability.
James Domingo and John Michael found jobs as clerks in the Public
Works Department which was responsible for many public projects.
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According to Hugh Low, “Very excellent barracks, large hospitals,
courts of justice, commodious residences for all offices except the
resident, and numerous police stations and public buildings have been
erected at the chief stations; a museum with a scientific and
experimental gardens and farms established…” The Public Works
Department was also responsible for the first railways built in 1885
between Taiping (Chief mining town in Larut) and Port Weld.
The Shepherdsons attended the Church of the Sacred Heart which was
built in 1874. It is the oldest church in Taiping.
By the late 1800s, both James Domingo and John Michael had married
and started their families in Taiping. James Domingo had four children
with Teresa Peris – Cuthbert Aloysius (born in 1888), John Maximillian
(1890), Henry (1897) and Pauline. John Michael married Josephine
Alvisse on 11 Feb 1896. The couple had two children named Nicholas
Anselmus (1900) and John.

The Shepherdsons as Clerks
The role of the Clerk was important as it kept the colonial
administration and the British business houses working properly. One
of the important job requirements of a clerk was the ability to read and
write clearly in English. It was one of the few white-collar jobs
available to Eurasians or Asians. In those days, the job of a clerk or a
secretary were considered to be prestigious and secure jobs.
Besides James Domingo and John Michael, quite a few of the fourth
generation Shepherdsons worked as clerks. An A.F.M. Shepherdson
worked as a clerk in the Malacca Land Office in 1885 while another,
A. S. Shepherdson, was a clerk and storekeeper at the Public Works
Department at Kuala Kangsar, Perak.
Once a clerk is promoted to Chief Clerk, he is considered to be a very
successful man. The only Shepherdson to have achieved this position
was Laurence Justinian Shepherdson, son of Robert John. From a clerk
in the Malacca Land Office, he was later promoted to Chief Clerk at
the Malacca Post office in 1888.

Further Migration of the Shepherdson Families
The close of the 19th century saw the Shepherdson families moving
elsewhere within British Malaya. From Malacca and Penang in the early
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1800s, and Taiping Perak in the 1880s Shepherdson families moved
to Singapore and Kuala Lumpur in the 1890s.
From Perak, James’ children – Cuthbert and Henry – came to
Singapore. Another son named John Maximillian returned to his birth
place in Malacca. John Michael, on the other hand, went on to live in
Kuala Lumpur with his family. The families who live there today are
his descendants.
Cuthbert and Henry were not the only Shepherdsons who came to
Singapore. Laurence Justinian, Robert John’s son, also arrived by the
late 1800s. The Shepherdson families in Singapore today are mainly
the descendants of Cuthbert Aloysius and Laurence Justinian, as Henry
did not have any children.
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